v • , 10/576 760 

- " ' ~' % imimc^mmo 2 1 apr 2006 

PATENT 

DK-US065052 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of : 

Takeshi HIKAWA et al. : 

Serial No.: New - (National Phase of : 
PCT/JP2004/0 15680) : 

International filing date: October 22, 2004 : 

For: METHOD FOR ESTIMATING 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with MPEP 609 and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants bring 
the references listed on the attached PTO-1449-Form to the Examinees attention and request 
that they be considered and made of record in this application. Copies of the non-U.S. 
patents are attached. 

* * * 

Japanese Patent Publication No. 1-248927 appears to disclose a vehicle steering 
system with a motor controller that detects a malfunction of a motor irrespective of the 
amplitude of a current by discriminating the malfunction according to the value of a DC 
imaginary resistance obtained on the basis of the duty ratio of a current, an applied voltage 
and a PWM signal to a DC motor. An English abstract is provided to better understand this 
reference. The international search report indicates that this reference is relevant to claims 1- 
28 of the international application and cites page 2, lower left column, line 12 to lower right 
column, line 3 as being relevant. 
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Prompt examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 



SHINJYU GLOBAL IP COUNSELORS, LLP 
1233 Twentieth Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202)-293-0444 

Dated: £/, ^°<?£ 



Respectfiilly submitted, 




Patrick A. Hilsmier 
Reg. No. 46,034 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered, include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.flov or MPEP 901 .04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the 
year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as 
indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
attached. 
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